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BACKGROUND NOTE: NORTH AFRICA 
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I, Algeria 

The Algerian rebel 1 ion— now well into fourth year— Is a main 
preoccupation of France and the chief stumbling block in France’s 


relations with Tunisia and Morocco* 

JU French claims that Algerian Moslems (some $,000,000 out oi a 
population of over 9,000,000) are rallying to France and 
optimism that the new basic statute for Algeria can resolte 
the situation are believed unwarranted ly optimistic. 

1. m Consul General Algers says idea of * independence*’ has so 
permeated the Moslem population that no other permanent 


l 
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solution is possible. 

B. The lull in rebel military activities could break at any time— 
because rebels 


havs improved their 


combat potential. Rebel strength is still sstimsted at 
25,000 full time fighters: manpower no problem and morale 


is high, 

C, Military leaders said to have won aecendancy over pro-Wesft 
political colleagues in direction of Algerian National 


Liberation Croat. 





Recent sharp deterioration in Tunisia's relations with France 25X1 
developed when Tunisian-baaed rebels clashed with French force* 
in Algeria on 11 January. Pending negotiations on common defense 
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A, Tunisians blame French Premier Gail lard for crisis — that ae 
deliberately inflated incident on eve of vote of confidence 
to remain in poser. 

8* Paris* demand that 4 French prisoners— held somewhere in Algeria 
by rebels— be handed over may boomerang. Rebels are attempting 
to nee International Red Cross to force French recognition 
of rebele as a belligerent. 

C. Meanwhile, presence of some 5,800 veil armed Algerian rebels 
on Tunisian soil is a threat to Tunisian stability. 

D. Relations with Tunisia is dominating foreign policy debate now 


underway in French national Assembly. 





III. Morocco 

While Morocco* e relations with France are apysissiably better than 
Tunisia* s, Moroccan support for Algerian rebele is also wain 
deterrent to the solution of outstanding problems in their relations 
A. Joint Moroccan-Tunisian offer to mediate a settlement of 

rebellion rejected (except as regards a cease-fire), but France 
my still use Moroccan services la exploratory contacts with 
Algerian leaders, 

8. Morocco may share Tunisian limelight during Assembly discussions 
because Casablanca was destination of Yugoslav ship seised 
by France on 18 January and cargo of 150 tons of arms— 
allegedly destined for Algerian rebels— confiscated. 
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illitiry situs t ion in the Ifni enclave appears generally quiet . 
®®** Minor skirmish ing between Moroccan Army of Liberation 
irregulars and Spanish troops vqs reported to have occurred 
there last week. 

A. However, since 1 January heavier fighting has occurred at 
at least two points Is Spanish Sahara south of Morocco, 
most recently on 13-14 January. 

1. Guerrillas appear to be building up their strength in 

this region and farther claehes are probable. 25X1 


B. Spaaiaih forces in the Xfai-Spanish Sahara area are estimated 
at 13,00$ won. Of these, 4,000 are based at four points in 
tk# Spanish protect ora ts of Southern Morocco and in U p# n isi 
Sahara proper. Army of Liberation strength in the region 
as a Whole probably totals about 0,000 men; I 25X1 
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has an estimated 4,000—5,090 troops is 


Mauritania, probably some 3,000 in extreme western Algeria 
and a reported 50,000 based throughout Morocco. 
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C« Halations between Madrid an A Rabat at official level continue 
fairly amicable. last week a preliminary agreement on 
procedure for retiring peseta from Morocco's northern zone 
Initiated in Madrid. 

1. trench hopes of utilising Moroccan mediation to bring 
about a cease-fire in Algeria le a limiting factor 
relative to french participation in any joint militnry 
operation in the veetern Sahara. 
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